 MCA Board of Director Meeting Minutes:  January 23rd, 2010
Meeting called to order at   2  pm   Present was Thomas Rehmeier, Tim Campbell, Bob Howe,   Matt Angeli,  Ed Baur, Tony Rich,  Bob Holliman, John Sutton.       Absent  Ron Luther- This represented a Quorum.
Next meeting date set for April 24th, backup date is May 1st  .  2pm, Memorial Union, Columbia.
Bob Howe presented the minutes from the September 9th, 2009 meeting.  The minutes were approved with minor corrections.
Treasurer’s Report: The MCA account remains near the $3000 mark.  

Membership Report: Thomas reported on behalf of Nathaniel Fast.  Memberships were over 200.  This is the highest they have been in some time.
Bulletin Report:  Bob Howe reported that he would remain on as bulletin editor for the 2010 year.  He encouraged everyone to submit games and articles.
Tournaments:
Ed Baur reviewed the plans for the upcoming Scholastic Championships.  He asked for as much help as possible from the MCA to supply floor TD’s.  The list of recommendations the board put together after last year’s event was reviewed, and most of it had been implemented. (the hotel had refused to divide the room due to logistics)

Mid-America Open: A call for volunteers to collect MCA memberships at this large tournament was made, and Matt Angeli, Bob Howe, Thomas Rehmeier, and Tony Rich volunteered to help.  Bob Howe will make a schedule.

Saint Louis Open:  Tony Rich apologized to the board for the confusion over the change in sponsorship of the Saint Louis Open.  It was agreed that the matter hadn’t followed protocol, but that both parties worked out the issue amicably.  The TLA and advertisements were updated to include the Missouri Invitational award and Thomas Rehmeier will act as chief TD for the event.  The CCSCSL will organize the event and are projecting over 100 participants, with several GM’s already confirmed and others being invited.
Missouri Class:  The Class Championships are being moved to July 3-4 in order to avoid conflict with the US Women’s Championships.  The only other change is Bob is going to try a one day format for the Novice section this year to see if a better draw of scholastic players can be reached. Bob pointed out that he has moved to Pacific, so another organizer may be needed for following years.  Bob Holliman offered to take over the event and keep running it in Columbia.
Missouri Open: The Missouri Open and Chess Festival is scheduled for September.  The Bughouse championship is being dropped due to low attendance the last two years.  The Friday night Quick Championship and the blitz event will stay.  The general membership meeting will be at 9:30 on Sunday, Sept. 19th, before round 4 of the Missouri Open.
Missouri Closed.  Thomas presented a proposal to run the Closed Championship and an Amateur championship concurrently in August at the CCSCSL.  Tony Rich offered, on behalf of the club to sponsor all entry fees for the invitational!  This will make it a free event for all invited, with a $875 prize fund.  Thomas Rehmeier will organize and TD both events.  The tournament name was returned to “Invitational” since it will once again have no entry fee.
Old Business:

Hall of Fame Biographies:  A biography is still needed for John Ragan.  Ron Luther reported he has contacted several people trying to get some biographical information, but without success.  A biography of just his chess achievements will probably have to suffice.

Dues Increase: The dues increase was originally scheduled for January 1st, but that date has passed and the increase has been poorly advertised and a new form has not been produced with the correct prices.  The board moved to push the increase back to July 1st,Motion passed.  The new dues will be $5 for Juniors, $10 for adults, $20 for printed bulletin.
US Class Championship Bid:  The US Class committee reported that they had little success in securing a satisfactory location.  Cost for a large enough meeting space for that length of time has been prohibitive.  Efforts will continue.

MSHSAA: John Sutton reported that MSHSAA has considered Chess as an official activity, but neither approved or rejected it.  In that case the proposal is brought to the school administrators to vote on.  Chess is one of several activities including Bass fishing, and bowling  that are competing for approval.  The vote will be taken on April 24th.  John will let us know at the next meeting how the vote has gone.  Discussion of the potential consequences of this change was discussed.

New Business:

Delegate Selection:  The USCF has returned power to the State Associations to select the state delegates to the USCF.  Bob Howe brought up the need to formalize a policy for how they will be selected.  Ideas were discussed but tabled, as the current delegates still serve this year, making the selection of next year’s delegates an issue best handled by the new board elected this summer.

Thomas Rehmeier nominated Selden Trimble for the MCA Hall of Fame.  Thomas will have a biography ready for the June meeting.
Meeting Adjourned at 4pm.
